They learned Ma’s lessons

Young cellists get instruction from the master

By LESLIE FLINT
Special to The Joumal
Eight young cellists, including
hathx"ie:hf:om Montgomery Courlxty,
opportunity to meet aleg-
end last week at the third World
Cello Conference at Towson Uni-

versity.

‘Abi Loutoo, 10, and Samuel
Yooun, 11, from Rockville and
Laura London, 11, from Bethes-
da joined five children from Ar-
i Va, in a master class
with renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

All of the are stu-
dents of Jo a well-
%owg cellist and teacher in

The conference’s honorary

ident, Janos Starker, invited
to the conference and sug-
gested that some of his students

P The  children were chosen

based. g:e their dedication ang
commitment to practice, sai
Kaboff.

vidual at least twice a
week and a lesson every
Saturday. In addition, they are
reqmmgtopradiceontheirown
for about 30 minutes a day.

“The practice is w it be-
cause sometimes you fall aj if
E:;: don't practice,” said Abi, who

been playing since she was 5
years old.

She called Ma one of her big-
gest influences and said she has
many ofhis CDs.

Abi said she was very im-

with Ma and she liked

im because “he didnt make you
feel like he would beat you if you
didnt get it right.”

the class, Ma instruc-
ted the children on how to be

aware of the other parts that are
being played at the same time as
their own and how to become part
of the music.

To illustrate this concept, Ma
played with them and often
switched parts.

“It was really neat, because we
ea%gotboplaywithhim,"l.aura
said.

They responded to Ma’s teach-
ing because listening to each oth-

> ey

Ma also gave the youngsters
ing whet s i large
ing wi a
crowd. Al;xpsa;d muﬂ]ﬁydﬁ
not feel a lot of pressure when s

ys, but plans to use the tips

gave the class,

“Even though we had practiced
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Abi Loutoo, Samuel Yooun and Kendall Lowrey got some
pointers recently from world-renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

a lot we were still nervous at the
inning of the class, but [Ma)
was 80 nice we got less and less
nervous,” Laura said.
Ma also answered
from the children an slayed
some of his favorite pieces during

uestions

the class.

The cello conference, which las-
ted eight days, ended Sunday
and drew an estimated 15,000
people to 63 events, including
master , recitals and sym-
posiums.



